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Wednesday 15 June - Meeting Report 
 

FIRST ISSUE OF THE GERMAN REICH 1872-1874 by Heinz Weingarten 
 
 

 
The sixth meeting of the Society’s centenary year took place at Philas House on 15 June with 
17 members & 4 visitors in attendance. The guest presenter was Heinz Weingarten who in 
2010 had won a gold medal at the FIP General World Exhibition held in London. For our 
Society, he showed his London prize-winning display. 
 
The 8-frame display presented by Heinz featured covers from the period 1872-1875with 
postage stamps carrying pre-unification currencies of both Northern Germany 
(Thaler/Groschen) and the southern states (Gulden/Kreuzer). These two currencies co-
existed until December 1874 when a single new currency (Mark/Pfennig) was introduced in 
January 1875. The four years chosen (1872-75) corresponded to the first years of Germany’s 
2nd Reich. The 25 German-speaking states were unified in 1871 by the Prussian chancellor, 
Otto von Bismarck.  
 
The majority of postage stamps shown on the covers were the 1872 & 1874 issues featuring 
an embossed eagle with a shield on its chest. Covers on display showed the great variation in 
postage rates within Germany during these years. Represented were rates for postage of 
items with different weights, those with special rates or registration, local letters, bulk postage 
and express post. Also shown were rates for prepaid postcards. Examples of mixed franking 
were shown where the 1872-74 issues were combined with pre-unification German State 
stamps and even those with stamps of foreign countries. Covers from 1875 showed mixed 
franking where 1872-74 stamps were combined with the new Mark/Pfennig issues. Postal 
rates to many foreign destinations were also featured. Added to the variety of postage stamps 
in use, covers also showed a wide range of cancellations as pre-unification hand stamps 
continued to be used until worn out and only then were they replaced by the new German 
Reich hand stamps. 
 
Frank Whitfield in his vote of thanks commented on the excellent condition of the 100-year 
plus covers, the rarity of many items, and the meticulous and precise annotation of each 
sheet in the display. It is certainly worthy of a gold medal in any philatelic exhibition. 
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